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XI rns the Poor, within that part of Great-Britaie,: 
called Exgland, are become a grievous aud an encreaſing 


burthen. The Laws provided for their relief and em- 


ploy ment, tho* wiſely calculated, in their original inſti- 
tution, having been groſsly perverted; the money raiſed 


for their ſupport frequently miſapplied ; and the alterations which 
have been made by parliament, at different times, in order to correct 


the evaſions and abuſes of thoſe laws, ſo far from abating, having in 
many inſtances, , thro' the artifices and deſigns of crafty, and intereſt- 


ed perſons, contributed to encreaſe. the evil.— And moreover, ſeveral 


charitable donations which have been made by pious, and well-dif- 
poſed people, for the uſe and benefit of poor perſons, having by 

held from ſuch poor 
objects, or groſsly miſapplied.— FOR REMEDY of theſe evils; and 


divers unlawful means, either been totally with- 


particularly in order to form proper diſtricts in every county, for 
carrying into execution the various purpoſes of this act (the pa 

chial / > — being in general 'too ſmall for the extenſive objects 
which it comprehends). d in order to appoint, by ballot, Com- 
mittees conſiſting of perſons of character, ng and ability, ſuited 
to the ſeveral purpoſes of the act. To name officers of experience, 
judgment, and integrity, for executing and diſcharging the impor- 
tant ſervices, and truſts required of them. — And in order to repeal 
all the ſaid laws which are now ſubſiſting (after incorporating in this 
or another act, ſuch parts of them, as may be uſeful in the execution 


of the ſeveral proviſions herein contained.) And in order to make, 
and eſtabliſh one law of police, which may prevent idleneſs, drunken- 
neſs, and vagrancy, which may encourage poor perſons, whilſt in 


health, to contribute a ſmall part of their earnings, to a fund for 


maintaining them u hen oppreſt with fickneſs and infirmity, without 


being driven to the diſagreeable neceſſity of aſking pariſh relief; 


and which may correct all abuſes in charitable truſts. Be effec- 


tual to encourage labour and induſtry: To compel thoſe to labour 
ho are able to work: To protect, ſupport, and edueate the infant 
= in principles of religion and —. of To puniſh ſuch of the 
poor as are idle, profligate, and abandon'd, 

riſh thoſe who are really neceſſitous, infirm, and impotent. 


" May it pleaſc your majeſty that it may be enacted, &c, 


and to ſupport and che- 


« 4 
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ll be act in the firſt clauſe to nominate ſeven perſons for each county, 
who are ſeized of eſtates of the clear yearly value of 3o6l. who ſhould 
with their own conſent be conftituted tommiſſioners for ſetting out 
and dividing the reſpective counties, ridings, and diviſions ; and all 
the peculiar juriſdictions, cities, franchiſes, and liberties within that 
part of Great-Britain called Englund, which have ſeparate juſtices of 
peace, and quarter ſeſſions under particular commiſſions, or by charter, 
and are too large for one diſtrict, into fo many diſtricts, conſiſting of a 
certain number of pariſhes and townſhips, lying near or contiguous 
to each other, (not leſs than five, nor more than ten) as the ſaid com- 
miſſioners ſhall judge proper. (The [townſhips which maintain their 
own. poor ſeparately from the pariſh at large, and alſo all extra paro- 
chial places, to be included in thoſe diſtricts within which they lie, 
or to which the) are moſt conveniently fituated:) And if any of the 
ſaid commiſſioners, after having been ſo appointed, ſhall die, or be- 
come incapable. of acting by dekneſz or infirmities, the remaining 
commiſſioners, or the major part of them, ſhould appoint another 
fit-perſon qualified as aforeſaid to act in his ſtead. (See note No. 1.) 


That the commiſſioners ſhould meet as ſoon as convenient after paſſ- 
ing the act, and when they have taken the oath to be preſcribed in the 
act, for the due diſcharge of their duty; they ſhould proceed to elect 
a-chairman, to appoint a clerk or agent to attend and aſſiſt them in 
the buſineſs, and in procuring from the ſeveral overfeers of the poor, 
who ſhould be directed to aſſiſt them, a plan, or particular deſeription 


of the ſeveral pariſhes, townſhips,” and places which maintain their 


own poor, ſhewing their ſituation and contiguity} 5 


Tbe commiſſioners, or any five or more of them, when they have 


formed ckeir diſtricts, ſhould fix the ſalaries for the diſtrict agents, and 


the number and qualifications of the committee men: alſo the qualifi- 


cations of thoſe who are to elect them for each diſttict, having regard 
to the fituation and extent of the diſtrict, and to the circumſtances 
and number of perſons reſiding within it, who may be proper to con- 
ſtitute ſuch committee; alſo to fix the time and place for taking the 
ballot for the firſt committee, oa | | 


To requirethe commiſſioners, when they have-finiſhed the buſineſs 
appointed for them, to report the whole of their proceedings by 


writing under their hands and ſeals, to the juſtices at their quarter ſeſ- 
fions, and forthwith" deliver ſach report to the.clerk of the Peace for 


the county, &c. who ſhould be directed to cauſe it to be printed, as 
ſoon as poſſible, and to ſend a copy thereof to every acting juſtice, 
and alſo to every high conſtable within ſuch limit, who ſhould be re- 
quired to communicate it to the overſeers of the poor within each 


diſtrict, 
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diſtrict, and deſcribe to them the names of the pariſhes and places 
which form the diſtrict wherein they are ſituated. | 


- To reſtrain the commiſſioners in fetting out and dividing the diſ- 
tticts, from altering the boundaries or otherways interfering, with any 
hundreds, diſtricts, or places, already incorporated by act of parlia- 
ment, for the purpoſes of providing for the poor, unleſs ſuch com- 
miſhoners ſhall. obtain the conſent of the majority of the governors, 
guardians, or other perſons having the power of making bye laws, 
rules, orders and regulations, within ſuch hundreds, difiriche or places, 
to be ſignified under the common ſeal of ſuch reſpective corporations, 
in which caſe: they ſhould be at liberty to alter the ſame, and make 
ſuch regulations as ſhould be agreed upon, by their common conſent. 


To direct that the juſtices of peace at the next quarter- ſeſſions, al- 
ter the commiſſioners ſhall have made their report, ſhall order their 
treaſurer to pay to the commiſſioners, ſuch ſums of money, for their 

p reaſonable expences, as _ ſhall bona fide have expended, and alſo 

” to pay ſuch ſums to the reſpective clerks of the peace, and other per- 

* ſons employed by the commiſſioners as aforeſaid, for their trouble and 

£ expences in the execution of the act as to them ſhall ſeem reaſonable; 

- and the treaſurer ſhould be allowed the ſame in his accounts. 

K nb : l Es en | 9745 

The Juſtices ſhould at the ſame time fix the day ſor the ballot fer 

the firſt county committee. (See Note, No. 2.) | 


DA STRICT COMMIT EF. 


| The act to direct the Juſtices of peace at their reſpective quarter. 
ſeſſions, which ſhall be holden next after the commiſſionets ſhall have 


made their report, to nominate two juſtices of peace who act within 
each diſtrict, to preſide at the ballot for chufing the committee within 
their reſpective diſtricts; and alſo to nominate a proper perſon to take 
the poll at ſuch ballot within each diſtrict, and to certify his name and 


73 place of abode to the ſaid two juſtices; and alſo to the high conſtable 
by acting within each diſtrict, who ſhould. communicate the ſame to 
. very overſeer of the poor within their diſtricts. | MA 
or 34 0 L Wen vn: | r 
* That every perſon attending the meeting, and qualified 23 
de, 0 the commitlioner's report, to ballot for the choice of the diſtrict 
= :ommittee, ſhould deliver into a box or glaſs to be provided for that 
ich murpoſe by the perſons appointed for taking the poll, the names, ad- 
ict, litions, and places of abode of ſo many perſons qualified as aforeſaid, 


the committee according to the faid report is to conſiſt of, fairly 
ritten upon paper and folded up, including one perſon at leaſt, re- 
ding within each of the pariſhes, within the diſtrict. - And the better 
enable perſons who intend to offer their poll at ſuch ballot, to form 

| | A 3 a judg- 
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a judgment of thoſe who may be thought proper for the office, the 
names of all perſons within the diſtrict, who are qualiſied to be bal- 
lotted for, ſhould be required to be tranſmitted to the clerk fo ap- 
pointed to take the poll, by the overſeer within each pariſh and town- 
- ſhip, fix days; at leaſt befote the day appointed for taking ſuch poll, 
which clerk ſhould be required to enter their names immediately after 
they ſhall be delivered, in a bock to be kept for on t purpoſe; but 
not to inſert one name more than once, though it ſhould appear in 
different liſts; and to ſhew the ſaid book to any perſon qualified to 
vote, and to deliver a copy to any ſuch perſon if required; after the 
time of delivering in ſuch liſts of names ſhall be expired, written in 
alphabetical order, upon being paid for the ſame, after the rate of 
2d. for every twenty names which ſuch liſt ſhalt contain; and a 
proper allowanee ſhould be ordered for ſuch clerk, by the juſtices 
Pele at ſuch. ballot, to be paid liy the county treaſure. 


That as ſoon as the poll ſhall be cloſed the juſtices preſiding thereat, 
mould be directed to nominate two . then preſent, as ſcrutineers, 
and deliver to them the liſts, ſo preſented, with directions forthwith ta 
proceed upon the ſcrutiny, and caſt up the number of votes for each 
committee candidate, and report the names of thoſe petſons who ap- 
pear to be elected, according to the qualifications, and directions, in 
the act, to the ſaid juſtices, at ſuch time and place as they ſhall ap- 
point to receive them. 20614 0161.1 e od i 4! 


The perſon appointed for taking the poll ſhould attend the juſtices 
at the time of their receiving the report, when they ſhould immediate- 
ly appoint the time and place for the firſt meeting of the committee, 
and diet the clerk who took the poll, to give notice thereof to every 


2 


perſon elected upon ſuch committee. 


Ihe act to direct that the diſtrict committee ſhall meet at the time 
and place appointed by the two juſtices, and after taking an Oath to 
be. preſcribed by the act, (which will, be ſpecified in the Appendix, 
ſee note, No. 3.) for the proper diſcharge of their duty, they ſhould 
oceed to ele a chairman, and afterwards a diſtrict agent, by ballot, 
manner aforeſaid, and to fix the place for the refidence of ſuch agent, 
and for the committee to meet at, as near the centre of the diſtrict, as 
conveniently may bez and alſo to ſix the days for holding their meetings 
in every month in the year; and that they ſhould. alſo at ſuch firt 
man nominate by agreement among themſelves, or by their chair- 
man, if they differ in opinion, five at leaſt of the committee, to at- 
tend the 2d meeting, in which number, two at leaſt who attended the 
former meeting ſhould be included; and in like manner with reſpect 
to every ſubſequent meeting; and the diſtrict agent ſhould be required 
to give notice, from time to time, to every perſon included in that 
number, who ſhould not be preſent at ſuch nominations, (which — 
5 only 


. 
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only intended to procure meetings of a ſufficient timer of the com- 
mittee · men, competent to the buſineſs that ſhall come before mem, 
and in no degree to preclude others from attending) and the better * 
enforce due attendances, a clauſe ſhould be inſertek in the act, infli&i 
a penalty of 51. for ey —.— of the committee.men; fo names 
in their attendance, at —— hour appointed, pnleſs — 
by ſiekneſs, or ſome nns aceident; to be 7 into the hands 
of the diftrict agent, and to be applied by him Senn diſcharging 
the expences of the committee meetin — * and in caſe ſych forteitures 
ſnall not be ſuicient to pay the Whole expences, the remainin part 
mould be paid by the diſtrict agent, who his ſhould be rermburſed by the” 
_ 8 out * poor's rates eu if ſuch forfeitures ſhall” 
exceed the expences, remaingey po a Aan 
the committs hal direct, | ach Ken nod het 
3 127 up 
"They mould alle direct ws — of he diſtrict TY and the 
tent or the office for tranſacting the buſineſs of the diſtrict, and of! 
the room for the committee to meet at,” 70 o be paid by the 5 
cane, and een in his accounts. 
iy 1 f * 
- They. ſnould allo at their! Seft-inedfiniy; dire their de age 
to tranſmit” to the county elerk and treaſurer, an Ageurate acc Go 
of che medium poor's rates for each pariſh- and ealculated from 
me returns lately made to parliament; after y ſhall have been in- 
ſpeQed and exumined by the diſtriẽt agent, and ferfled and cotrected | 
where neceſſary by the diſtrict committee. 


The diſtrict committee, after — upon the agent, for his return 
of he ſtate of the poor, of the work houſes, rates, and other thin 
which he is required te lay befote them, ſhould proceed to ntl 
— — and —— the ſtate and condition of the infant, a 

„and im „within each pariſh; and if there ſhall | be. 
— houſes ſu cable or them within the diſtrict, to order fuch of the” 
poor as may be proper to be placed in houſes, to be ſent thithet, or 
if there are none, to be put into houſes to be hired for that — ' 
untill more convenient accommodations can be provided for them, and 
the diſtrict committee, if they find a deficiency of work houſes; for 
employing the p — ſhould be impowered to build new ones, or hire 
buildings which be convenient, and convert chem into work: 
houſes, for the — oyment of ſuch poor perſons as may be fit to be 
placed in workhouſes; or they may at their diſcretion make con- 
tracts with manufacturers, or . perſons, for employing any poor 
perſons either within, or out of the wonchouſes. 


The diſtrict committee ſhould — power to diſcharge 0 . 
10 directed to be choſen, as hereafter mentioned, for neglect of duty. 
or other miſbehaviour. | 


168 0. 
The ſtrict committee ſhould, allo receive from their clerk, at every 


meeeting, an account; of the number, condition, and employment of 


their poor, examine the accounts of the expences attending them, and 
give ſuch directions to the agent for the future — and 
elployipest of them, as ul, judge moſt Paper 1 


"They ſhould allo examine the; —— of the diſſriet agent, and the 
overlecrs, and allow the ſame, if they en. cham. r l 


. They fhould alſo conſider the Kate of the Aden meark-hooke 
within the 8 the number of perſons contained therein, and the 
manner in Which ; they are employed; and find; if poſſible; better 
means of employing them by contract, for their labour, (Gee Note, No. 
4. or in ſuch other manner as they ſhall think fit; bey ſhould en- 
quire particularly into the age, and ftate of the infant poor, and pro- 
cure them to be examined, at preper times, by able and judicious 
perſons, reſpecting their abillity and aptitude for receiving inſtruction, 
who ſhould. rep 72 their obſeryations upon them to the committee; and 
the committee ſhould conſider which of them in each diſtrict, may be 
proper to be continued, and employed in the work-houſes, or other- 
TG within. the diſtrict; and which of them, if any, may be proper 
to be taken into a county houſeſ ot ſeminary, when any, ſuch ſhall be 
provided, in order to receive a diffetent education, Whi may qualify 
them for the ſea, or other public ſervice; and the committee thould 


report ſuch ſpecial matter, with dabei, W . to 8 = 
committee. unos 35! 


Every diſtrict committee ſhould alſo, ten umenlesg before the end 
of the year, ply to two juſtices of the „acting within, their 
diſtrict, to preſide at the new: ballot, for the ſtrict committee, and 
after conſulting them, cauſe notice tobe given, in manner before dixect- 
ed as to the firſt committee, of the time and place for taking ſuch new 
ballot, which juſtices, ſhould give ſuch directions for the ballot, and 
preſide at the poll, in like manner as n * 1 concern. 


| ing the ud Api halt * 2 1 


That in ev ſuch ſubſcquent angugl ballot, the did agent, for the 
time being 7 5 ive the notices, receive the previous liſts, take the 
Prey oo every thing which the clerk is hereby directed to do at the 
d firſt ballot; and every perſon balloting for ſuch new committee, 
ſhould include in his lit, one half of the old committe, and one hali 
of other perſons, qualified as aforeſaid ; but none of the old committee 
ſhould be obliged to ſerve more than two years ſueceſſively, without 
their conſent, and the chairman preſiding at ſuch ballot ſhould appoint 
the nes! as nn _ __ ſhall be N Proceed . the 
0 4 8 Ant 


(WP) = 
ſame manner as herein before directed, with reſpect to the chairman at᷑ 
the ſaid firſt ballot. 90 mites wins off; offs} 4 
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The diſtrict committee ſhould alſo at the end of every three months, 
(a fortnight at leaſt before the meeting of the county committee, as 


hereafter appointed, make up an account of the money received and 


expended within the diſtrict during that time, ànd alſo prepate an 
eſtimate, in the beſt manner they can, from the returns of the overſeers 
of the poor, or any other information they can get, of the probable 
expences on account of the poor, for the three months then next fol- 
lowing, and report the ſame to ſuch county committee. A e 
. CE Jar 44 N17 3% an 3 T5 | 
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The diſtrict agent who is to be choſen by the firſt committee, 

ſhould be continued; if approved, or another elected, in the fame 


manner as the firſt, by every new committee, and ſhould give ſuch 


ſecurity as the committee ſhould approve, for his duly accounting for 
the money he receives. ov ibrons. ti firiomuoti 


His duty ſhould be from time to time to viſit and ſuperintend the 
workhouſes, to make as ſoon as poſſible, a ſtate in writing of all 
thoſe within the diſtrict; and alſo of the cireumſtances and ſitu 


ation of every poor perſon, who receives or is in need of pariſh relief, 


within each pariſh or place, deſcribing whether within or out of the 
work houſe, and whether they have any, and what employment; or 
any and hat property of their own; alſo the ages or infirmities of 


each perſon, and the number and age of their children, if any: Al- 


ſs what penſions or allowances have been mate them, by the over- 
ſeers, and every other particular which he may think: neceflary for the 
information of the committee, or which they may require from him. 


Hie ſhould, -alſo-ftate- the expences of the poor in the precedin 


Month, and the probable expences in the ſuoceeding Month, in — 
that the committee may give the neceſſary information thereof to the 
county committee. He ſhould alſo call upon the overſcers for the aſ- 
ſeſſments and accounts of the expences attending the «poor in every 
pariſh, &c. within the diſttict, during the three years for which the 
returns have been made to parliament, and alſo for the laſt year, which 
accounts the overſeers or perſons who have the cuſtody of them, ſhould 
be required to produce; and when he has compared the three years 
accounts upon which the returns were made, with ſuch returns; if 
there ſhall appear any omiſſion or miſtepreſentation, he ſhould report 
them to the diſtrict committee, who ' ſhould enquire into the ſame, 
and be empowered to inveſtigate and correct them, and if they ſind any 


thing which . appears wiltul, and of magnitude ſuſſicient to be repre- 


hended 


600 


committee. 


The diſtrict agent ſhouſd hear the complaint of paupers and relieve 
them, or give directions to the overſeer for that purpoſe, if neceſſary, 
before the meeting of the committee; and if any perſon travelling on 
the road, or through any town or place, upon his lawful occaſion, 
mould by aceident, or ſickneſs, be rendered unable to proceed on his 


journey, he ſnould be j relieved, in ſuch manner as his 
neceſſities require, by the overſeer of the plac where he ſhall then be; 
and ſuch overſeer ſhould with all cenvenient ſpeed, repreſent the ſame 


to the diſtrict agent, who ſhould ſee that every proper accommoda- 
tion is provided or him. wks 2 a: * 


he diftri& agent in all matters of doubt and difficulty, ſhould con- 
fult any member or members of the committee, who may happen to 
be near him, and act under their advice, till the next committee 


——— and then report ſuch matters to the committee, with all the 
m | EDÞT  » 111 


circu 


The diſtrict agent, as ſoon as he receives from the committee the 
order for the quarterly contributions from the diſtrict for which he 
acts, ſhould immediately calculate and compute the proportion, 
which each pariſh, townſhip, and place, maintaining its own poor, 
is to contribute to the ſum. with which the ſaid diſtrict is charg'd ; 
and after ſuck proportions have been made by him, and examin'd and 


ances attending them. 5 5185 


1 „nee 


allowed by the committee, he ſhould: ſignify the amount thereof to 
the overſeer of every ſuch pariſh, townſhip, or place, who ſhould 
collect the ſame, by three monthly aſſeſſments, by virtue of an ON 


deb foden fhe diſtrict committee. Sec note, No. 5.) 

of 85 £787 * ro I PTD» BAT 20 (FOI 10 
He ſhould, previous to the monthly meeting of the diſtrict com- 

mittee, examine and ſettle the ſeveral overſeers accounts, and receive 


the ballances of money which ſhall appear to be in their hands, and 


ly the ſame in ſuch manner as the committee ſhall direct; and 
he ſhould lay an abſtract of ſuch accounts before the committee, 


ther with an account of all money owing in reſpect of the poor, 
of the rates unpaid, if any, in each pariſn, townſtup, or place, 
tequired 


within the diſtrict, (which accounts every overſeer ſhould be 


to make out and deliver to the diſtrict agent). mayo ld enmmory 


4 . 
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The act to direct that the oecupiem ol lands, 4, inaich iſh, &c. 


aying to the poors rates for lands, &c. of the yearly, value of 151. 
Foul meet in veſtry, at the uſual place of ſuch meetings, on Monday 
next after the 25th day of March in every year, at eleven o'clock in 


the 


legal proceedings, the diſtrict committee ſhould 


1649 


the forenoon; and after chooſing by majority, of voices, ſome perſon 
then preſent, to preſide at ſuch urns ſhould proceed in like man- 
ner to fix à proper allowance by way of falary, to the overſeer of 
the poor, in caſe the gratuities and allowances provided for him by 
this act, ſhall not be judged by. them an adequate compenſation for 
his trouble, in executing that office; and to nominate the perſon 
whom they ſhall judge beſt qualified, and who ſhall be willing to un- 
dertake it; and the perſon ſo. preſiding, ſhould immediately enter 
the name of the perſon ſo nominated, 5 a book to be provided and 
kept for that purpoſe; and if in the judgment of the yeſtry the pariſh 
ſnould be too extenſive for the dutp of overſecr to be properly-dif- 
charg'd by one perſon, they ſhould have power to make a proper 
allowance to him to pay an affiſtana, whom he Houls RT with 
28 approbation of che diftrict agents * 


| Upon the, death-or: oval of any ſuch * the inhabitants 
of the pariſh: or-place for which he ſerved, ſhould W SE 
like manner to elect another in his ſtead. ja, Bi 0) 
Ide overſeer ſhould explain to the diſtrict „and alſo to the 
diſtrict committee, if required, the account of the three years expen- 
ces, in reſpect of the poor, which have been returned ta parliament. 


Tle ſhould ſend to the diſtrict agent copies of thoſe returns, alſo 
a a copy of the aſſeſſments for the year ending at Eofter, 1786, and of 
the overſeer's accounts, for that and the three preceding years, and he 
ſhould: be allowed-in his accounts: what is een fo I 
ms by the diſtrict agent. 735 


He ſhould: repreſent the Nate and Gtuation of lab pe aupers as ſhall 
from time to time aſk for relief to the diſtrict agent. 15 in caſes of ne- 
ceſſity and preſent diſtreſs, he ſhould relieve them N he obtains 
an order for that purpoſe,  * . 5 0 


He ſhould make the aſſeſſments monthly, in the uſual manner, for 


the ſum directed to be raiſed by the order of the diſtrict committee, 
(which is to be certified to every overſeer by the diſtrict agent, when 
the ſame has been examined and approved by the ſaid committee) and 
he ſhould apply it in ſuch payments as he ſhall be di ard! to —_— by 
the diſtri committee, or the diſtrict agent. | 


He ſhould give ſecurity to the ſatisfaction of the diſtri commienia, 


for his duly W for all the money which he ſhall receive. 


He ſhould. lang and enter in a book to be provided for that 

poſe, in a form to be. ſettled by the diſtrict agent, and approv 

the diſtrict committee; an account of * receipts and == 
pect 


4 
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relpe& of the poor, to be ſettled by the diſtrict agent: and the bal- 
lance ſhould be paid into his hands by the overſeer, at the end of 
every month; and the diſtrict agent ſhould abſtract them into one ac- 
count; and lay ſuch abſtract before the diſtrict committee, at the end 
of every quarter, ten days at leaſt before the meeting of the county 
„„ Ne. ena 0 50) poof 2 «41 | 


The overſeer ſhould: alſo collect and receive the ſeveral new taxes 
by: this or any-ſubſequent act, -authoriſed to be laid and impoſed upon 
1 s keeping dogs, and upon ſunday turnpike tolls, and alſo the 
everal forfeitures and penalties which by virtue of this or any ſub- 
fequent act ot parliament may be thought fit to be appropriated, for 
the benefit of the poor, and for an encouragement of the great ob- 
jects to which they are made appligable, as — n3* cor he 
ſhould obey all orders and directions which he ſhall receive from the 
diſtrict committee, or the diſtrict agent; he ſhould hear the com- 
aints of che por people, and viſit thoſe who are ſick and want re- 
ief, and report their fituazion to the diftrict agent. | 


And every overſeer ſhould be allowed to receive in the 
pound, out of the money ſo collected for his trouble therein. (See 


note, No, JÞ+ Par: 


be act ſhould direct by proviſo, that nothing therein contained 


mould alter or affect the powers, which overſeers under their preſent 


appointments, are inveſted with, in cities, boroughs, or towns corpo- 
rate, reſpecting the rights of citizens, freemen, or burgeſſes, in mat- 
ters of election of members of parliament, or of any officers within 
ſuch cities, boroughs, or towns corporate, but that overſeers in all 
ſuch places, ſhould be nominated, elected, and appointed for thoſe 
Parpoſes, in the manner they have uſually been, 7 


COUNTY COMMITTEE. 


Ihe act ſhould direct a county committee to be choſen, which 
ſhould conſiſt of ſo many members as there ſhall be diſtticts, within 
the county &c. qualined with eſtates of the clear yearly value of 300%. 
they ſhould be elected by the perſons who conſtitute the ſeveral diſtrict 
committees, within each county, &c. on a day and at a place to be ſix d 


by the court of quarter ſeſſiong for each county, &c. as aforeſaid, , by 
ballot, to be taken in the manner herein before directed, concerning the 


diſtrit committees; and that for the information of the perſons who are 
to preſide at ſuch ballot, a liſt of the members of every diſtrict com. 


mittee within the county, ſhould be tranſmitted to each clerk of the 


2 by the ſeveral diſtrict agents, ſix days at leaſt before the day 
fixed for taking ſuch ballot ; and that on the day of election, (previous 
fo the ballot,) the ſeveral perſons preſent, who ſhall be members of * 


SE YE 
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1 113 
ſald diſtrict committees, ſhould chooſe from amongſt themſelves a chairs: 
man, to prefide at ſuch ballot, and the clerk of the peace for ſuch county 
xc. ſhould be directed to take the poll, & at the cloſe thereof, the chair- 
man ſhould nominate two perſons preſent, for ſerutineers, who ſhould 
immediatel/ proceed in the manner herein before directed, concerning 
the Aiſtriet committees, and make their report to the chairman, at the 
time and place he ſhall appoint for receiving the ſame; which com- 
mittees ſhould continue till new ones ſhould be choſen, in like manner, 
in the year following, upon che like notices, and with the like qualifi- 
eations ; and ſo ſucceſſively from year to year; but in every ſuch new 
committee, one half of the getitlemen conſtituting the preceding com. 
mittee, ſhould be named in every lift, to be delivered in at ſuch ballot ; 
and no gentlemen ſhould be oblig'd to ſerve on that committee more 
than two years ſucceſſively, without his conſent; nor ſhould any perſon 
be elected upon the county committee, who ſhall have been choſen 
for that year upon any „„ . Ge NR 


The county committtee ſhould be direfted to meet at a day to be 
named by the chairman who preſided at the ballot; (Which ſhould he 
notified to each of the committee, ns alſo their election, 'by the clerk 
of the peace fot the county,) and afterwards they ſhould meet quar- 
terly, the day before each general quarter ſeſſions of the peace, at 
the place where ſuch quarter ſeſſions ſhall be holden, to receive. re- 
ports from the ſeveral diſtri& committees, as to the feveral matters 
herein before directed, and all others which they ſhall find neceſſary to 
lay before them, they ſhould at their firſt meeting elect a chairman to pre- 
fide at their meetings; and alſo the clerk of the peace, treaſurer of the 
county, or ſome . perſon, to be their clerk und treaſurer; 
and they ſhould fix the ſalary for him, not exceeding. er annum, 
nor leſs than per annum. The elections of ſuch chairman, and 
of the clerk and treaſurer, to be made by a majority of voices. 


- 


# 


That after appointing. ſuch. chaigman, and the clerk and treaſurer, 
they ſhould. * agreement amongſt themſelves, or by the 
chairman, if they differ in opinion, ſeven at leaſt of the committee, 
to attend the ſecond meeting; in which number three at leaſt, who 
attended the former meeting, ſhould be included; and in like manner 
vith reſpect to every ſubſequent meeting; and the clerk and treaſurer. 
ould be required to give notice from time to time, to every perſon; 
ncluded in that number, who ſhould not have been preſent at ſuch 
ominations (hich ate only intended to procure meetings of a ſuffi- 
ient number of the committee men, competent 10 che buſineſs that 
hall come before them, and in no degree to preclude others from at- 
ending) and the better to enforce due attendancies, a clauſe ſhould; 


e inſerted in the act, inflicting a penalty of trol. for every default 
{ any committee man ſo named, in his attendance at the day and 
our appointed; unleſs prevented by ſickneſs, or ſome  unavois4 
| | dable 


( 14 ) 


dable accident; to be paid into the hands of the clerk. and treaſurer, 
and to be applied by him towards diſcharging the expences of the 
committee meetings; and in caſe ſuch forfeitures ſhall not be ſufficient 
to pay the whole expences, the remaining part ſhould be paid by the 
county clerk and treaſurer, out of the poor's rates; but if ſuch for- 
feitures ſhall exceed the expences, the remainder to be applied in fuch 
manner as the committee ſhall direcdd e. 


Ihe county committee ſhould. order the county clerk and treaſur. 
er, fairly to enter the account before directed to be made out and 
delivered to him by the diſtri agent, in a book or books to be pro- 
vided and kept for that purpoſe, that they may haye recourſe to — 
when neceſſary. 1 | 24 o © ol ant naar! 
The county committee after examining and conſidering the reports 
from the ſeveral diſtrict committees, reſpecting the returns made to 

rliament by the overſeers; if they obſerve any omiſſions, miſrepre. 
— or / exrors therein, ſhould take every proper means to in- 
veſtigate the ſame, and to cauſe the medium proportions for the aid 
three years to be made as perfect as poſſible; and if there ſhall appear 
to have been any wilfull miſtakes, concealments/ or miſtepreſenta- 
tions therein, they ſhould direct the neceſſary | eta ck for enforcin 
8 and puniſhments, authorized and directed to be levied 0 
i d upon the offenders for the ſame. - -.  - 

' The act to direct that every'pariſh and place maintaining its own 

poor, ſhall contribute to the general coun ey rates, in proportion to 
the ſums which they paid on account of their poor, on a medium of 
the ſaid three years, or which the ſaid returns were made to parlia. 
ment, after the ſame ſhall have been inſpected, ſettled, and adjuſted 
in the manner hereby directe. 


- 
: 


| | The county committee, after conſidering the ſeyeral returns, and 

examining and correcting the errors, if any, ſhould fix and aſcertain 
the proportions which' every diſtrict ſhall in future contribute to 2x 
give m, viz. (1001.) and certify the ſame to the diſtri agent, 
who ſhould forthwith ſettle and adjuſt the Jo rogcan which each 
pariſh and place ſhould contribute thereto, according to the medium ſo 
to be fixed as aforeſaid, and lay them before the diſtrict committee 
for their inſpection and approba tio. 


Ihe county committee ſhould at their ee meetings examine 
and inſpect the accounts of the county clerk and treaſarer,--and allov 
the ſame if they ſind them juſt; and they ſhould alſo inſpect and 
ſupetintend the accounts of : the” diſtrict agents, and the overſeers of 
| the poor, and if they obſerve miſtakes or inaccuracies-therein, 
they ſhould repreſent the ſame to the diſtrict committee, that they may 
be more minutely examined and cotrected by hem - 
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The county committee ſhould conſider, -from the reports of the 
diſtrict committees, and from their own. obſervations, what public 
buildings, as hoſpitals for the ſick and infirm poor, or as ſeminaries 
for the inſtruction and education of poor children, or as hoſpitals for 
the reception of ideots, lunatics, or inſane perſons may be neceſſary 
to be proyided,. for the general uſe of the county, in order to carry 
the ſeveral purpoſes of — act more completely into execution; and 
ſhould have power, after fully conſidering the ſame, and procuring 
proper plans and eſtimates to be made, to contract for the building, 
fitting up, and furniſhing ſuch. buildings, in the plaineſt and moſt 
ceconomical manner; and the county committee ſhould have power to 
borrow money at intereſt, on the credit of the county poor rates, 
hereby authoriſed to be laid, and of the caſual and contingent fund, 
hereby provided for the building, furniſhing, and maintainipg ſuch 
hoſpitals, or ſeminaries, as they, ſhall ſo judge neceſſary. and conve- 
nient to be built and provided; but no county poor rate ſhould be 
made applicable to thoſe. purpoſes, when it ſhall exceed three fourth 

arts of the ſum ſo to be fixed as aforeſaid, as the medium annual 
um for contribution for the diſtricts, pariſhes, and places aforeſaid, 
{ſee nete, Ne. 6,) ; | 


r The county committee ſhould at their 2 meetings after ex- 
amining and conſidering the reports from the ſeveral diſtrict commit- 
tees, and the ſeveral eſtimates, which may be laid before them; fix 


and aſſeſs the groſs ſum to be raiſed for the poor within their reſpective 


Counties, during the three months then next enſuing, and the county 
clerk and treaſurer ſhould certify the ſame to every diſtrict agent, and 
the proportion thereof which each diſtrict ſhould contribute*thereto, 
according to the proportions ſo to be fixed as aforeſaid, which diſtrict 
agent ſhould fotthwith communicate the ſame to every overſeer of the 


poor within his diftri as herein-before mentioned. 


The county committee ſhould alſo make an order upon the county 
clerk and treaſurer, direRing the application of ſo much of the money 
ariſing from the faid caſual and contingent fund, as they ſhall find 
convenient and neceſſary, for the various purpoſes to which the fame is 
made applicable by this at. N 19s A FARIAT 


Ihe act to'dire& by proviſo, that no perſon above ſerenty years of 
455 ſhould be oblig d to ſerve upon any of the committees, unleſs he 
TT it. 247 10 0 0-910 (123 1 I 
And aiſp that no perſon ſhould be capable of holding any office under | 
chis act, ho keeps an inn or public houſe, or is a retailer of ſpitituous 
liquors, 0% [bo ' (1 7” 1923 y 40 8 £4 ' 
voy | "71? #r Trogir 
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PENALTIES ax» 'FORFEPTURES. 


Io enact that from and after the 29th day of S-pr.'t787, there he 
paid to every overſeer of the poor and his ſucceſſors, in every pariſh, 
townikip and place, within that part of Grat Britain call'd England; in 
order to eftabliſh a caſual and contingent fund, for the purpoſes here- 
after mentioned, (in caſe his majeſty” ſhall” he graciouſly 'pleaſed to 
conſent thereto) all penalties and forfeitures incurted or to be incurred 
by perſohs upon totteiture of recognizances, given or to be given on 
che bing licences for ſelling ale and victuals, of recognizances given 
or to be given, for good be ber and keeping the peace, or for pro- 
ſecuting felons.— Alſo all penalties and forfeitures incurred or to be 
incurred, by virtue of any law now in being, or hereafter to be made, 
for the preſervation” of deer, and game, or touching or concerning 
vagrants, or common beggars.— And alſo all penalties and forfeiture; 
. incurred under, or by virtue of this act, (here may be enumerated 
many other penalties and forfeitures under ſuch particular actt, as are bene- 
Feial to the community, and boſe much of their ect, for want of having 
thoſe penalties and * enforced) which penalties and forfeitures 
ſhquld be collected and rectived by the overſcer of the poor, for the 
time being, (who ſhould be allowed. in the pound for collecting 
them.) —— overſeer ſhould, take ſuch meaſures for the recovery 
thereof, as the law directs, and keep a ſeparate account of the money 
ſo to be collected, and Pay it from time to time, into the hands of 


© #4 + 


For every pack of fox hounds For every pack of harners, 
conſiſting of ten couple or more For every hound under that 
number For eyery greyhound Por every ſetting dog, 
or dog uſed for the net Por every pointer, ſphnſel, and other 
dog, uſed for finding or running game And -forcevery other 
dog of what kind or ſpecies ſoever Jo be aſſeſſed, e 

ms levied by the overſeer of the poor, in ſuch manner as the poor's 


collected and leyied, and he ſhould be allowed 1s. in the pound A 
rs 
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his trouble in aſſeſſing and collecting that tax and the Sunday tolls, 
(See Note, No, 9.) | 


SUNDAY: TOLLS. 


It ſhould: alſo enaR, that there be paid to every overſeer of the 
poor, or to ſuch perſon as he ſhall authorize to receive the ſame, by 
every perſon who {hall ride, lead, or drive any horſe, carriage, or cattle 
thro any toll-gate or toll-bar, erected, or to be erected, upon, or be- 
longing to any turnpike road within the limits aforeſaid, on the Sah- 
bath-day, an additional toll, equal to that which is or ſhall be autho- 
ned to be collected and received for the uſe of ſuch, turnpike road, 
except in reſpect of perſons going to, or returning from their pariſh 
church, or other uſual place of worſhip, and except at toll-gates, or 
toll- bars, where additional tolls are already authorized and directed 
to be taken on Sundays, for particular purpoſes by virtue of any law: 
now in being; and that all the powers and authorities contained in 
ſuch turnpike acts, for collecting ſuch tolls, and puniſhing perſons 
who neglect or refuſe to pay the ſame, ſhall be applied to the addi- 
tional tolls hereby authoriſed to be taken as fully and effectually, as if 
the ſaid powers and authorities had been hereby repeated and re- enacted; 
which money ariſing from the tax upon ſunday tolls, ſhould be 
paid by the overſeer, into the hands of the county clerk and treaſurer, 
and conſticute part of the caſual and contingent fund herein before hl 


mentioned, (See Note, No. 9.) 


APPLICATION of the CASUAL d CONTINGENT FUND. 


Io enact that the money ariſing from the forfeitures and penalties, 
tax upon dogs; and ſunday tolls before-mentioned, and all other money. 
directed by the act to conſtitute the caſual and contingent fund, ſhall 
be applied from time to time un- der the direction of the county com- 
mittee, to the following purpoſes, viz. for the encouragement of 
the Friendly Soeietles, and Sunday Schools, in the manner herein- after 
directed; for erecting buildin for the education and employment of 
poor children; for erecting * e for the reception and accomme- 
dation of the fick; aged, infirm, and impotent poor, who may be 
proper to be removed from the diſtricts wherein they reſide ; for con- 
tributing with other Counties, to the erection of hoſpitals, for the 
reception and accommodation of ideots, lunaticks, and inſane per- 
ſons, where they ſhall be wanted; for paying ſalaries to the overſeers, 
as herein - mentioned, and for paying the compenſation to his majeſty. 
for the diminution of the revenue of exciſe, by reducing the number. 
of ale-houſes; (the furplus, if any, to be applied in aid of the poor's 
rates.) | | 


B FRIENDI.Y 


(-18 } 
FRIENDLY SOCIETIES. 


To enact for the purpoſe of encouraging ſobriety, labour, and in- 
duſtry, that in all caſes where friendly clubs or ſocieties, have been 
eſtabliſhed, under fuch rules, orders, and regulations, as ſhall be ap- 
proved by the county committee, after they have been tranfmitted 
to them, by the preſident, maſter, ſteward, or other perſon who ſhall 
then be at the head of ſuch club or ſociety, the county committee 
fhould have power to order ſuch ſum as they ſhall think proper, not 
exceeding one ſhilling per week, to be paid to every poor perſon who 
mall have contributed to the fund belonging to. the ſociety whereof 
he is a member, ſot years or more, ſo long as ſuch poor perſon 
ſhall from ſickneſs, lameneſs, or other infirmities, by = rules of 
the faid ſociety, be entitled to a weekly allowance out of the 
fund or box of ſuch ſociety, over and above the allowance which 
he ſhall receive from the ſaid club or ſociety, and ſhall direct 
the ſame to be paid b their treaſurer, out of the caſual or contin- 


gent fund, hereby 
And to enact as a further encouragement of the ſaid friendly ſo- 


eieties, that as ſoon as any new club. or ſociety ſhall be eſtabliſhed, 


conſiſting of one hundred members or more, and the rules and orders 
made for the goverament of them, ſhall be tranſmitted to, and ap- 

d and confirmed by the county committee; they may direct 
their treaſurer to pay to the ſteward of every ſuch ſociety, any ſum they 


may think fit, not exceeding on having ſecurity given for the due 


application thereof, in aid of the benevolent purpoſes of ſuch ſociety. 


hat in order to give force and effect to the ſeveral rules, 


orders, and regulations, which have been, and ſhall be formed and 
eſtabliſhed by any friendly club, or fociety, after the ſame ſhall be 
appfoved and confirmed by one of his majeſty's judges of aſſize; 
powers ſhould be given by the act to the preſident, maſter, ſteward, 
or other perſon, who ſhall be placed at the head of any ſuch club or 
ſociety; to enforce the payment of any fine, forfeiture or penalty, to 
be incurred by any perſon or perſons for a breach ot any fuch rules, 
orders, and regulations, and to recover from the treafurer, or any o- 
therperſon authoriſed to receive money for the uſe of ſuch club or 
fociety, all fam and ſums of money which ſhall be due from them to 


the ſaid club or ſociety, „Kea and fale of the goods and chat- 


tels of the perſons ſo indebted, by virtue of a warrant from a juſtice 
of the peace, after the party has been ſummoned, and the debt 
duly proved; which ſummons and warrant the juſtice ſhould be au- 
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SUNDAY SCHOOLS. 


To enaR, that for inſtilling: principles of religion into the minds 
of poor children; and for inſtructing them in their religious and mo- 
ral duty, in the early part of life, and to encourage the ſunday 
ſchools, which have been eftabliſhed under the patronage, and at the 
expence of many reſpectable perſons, the county committee ſhould 
procure a collection of ſuch books, as may be fit for thoſe purpoſes, and 
and the expence to be paid by the county treaſurer, out of the money 
ariſing from the poor's rates, and that a ſufficient number of ſuch 
books ſhould be placed in the hands of every diſtri agent, and to be 
ſent by him to the patrons of thoſe ſchools, upon their requeſt in writ- 
ing, ſpecifying the number they want; and thoſe patrons ſhould diſtri- 
bute them amongſt the poor children, in ſuch manner as they ſhall 
think fit. (See note, No. 10.) : * 


CHARITABLE DONATIONS. 


The county Committee ſhould, after inſpecting the reports made 
by the diſtrict committee, inveſtigate all ſuch matters, reſpecting the 
charitable donations, as ſhould appear doubtful or obſcure in the re- 
turns made, and be enabled to call for ſuch further evidence as may be 
neceſſary to explain them; and if there is juſt cauſe to ſuſpect any 
fraud or concealment, they ſhould be empowered to purſue ſuch legal 


methods, as the law allows, for making ſuch diſcoveries, puniſhing 


the offenders, and de e e objects of ſuch donations. And if 

there are any eſtates in land or money, 
which had been given to charitable purpoſes, and the profits or- pro- 
duce of them have been withheld, or have been received, by perſons 
who have not accounted for them, nor have any right to retain them, 
for the own uſe, ſhould dire& ſuch proſecutions as may be effec- 


| tual för recoverin ſame, and applying them to the uſes pointed 


out, or intended by the donor; the expences of all which proſecu- 
tions, and proceedings, ſhould be paid by the county treaſurer out of 
the poor's rates, or the caſual and I fund, as the county com- 
mittee ſhall judge proper. (See Note No. 8.) | 


COUNTY CLERK ad TREASURER 


Ihe act to direct that the county clerk and treaſurer ſhall pay, and 
apply all the money he ſhall receive from the poor rates, and alſo 
all the other money ariſing from the ſaid caſual and contingent fund, 
to ſuch perſons, for ' ſuch purpoſes, and in ſuch manner as he ſhall 
from time to time be directed by the county committee. 


B 2 He 


( 20 ) 
He ſhould alſo. be required to give ſuch fecurity for his duly ac- 


counting for the money which ſhall come to his hands, as the 
county committee ſhall direct. He ſhould ' conſtantly attend the 
meetings of the, county committee, and lay before them the reports 
from the diftrict committees. He ſhould alfo lay before them, a 
ſtate of the general accounts, ſhewing what money has been collec- 
ted and paid, within each diſttict, and what remains in the hands 
of each diſtrict agent. | ner Prophet es „ 


He ſhould carefully and punctually diſcharge the ſeveral duties laid 
upon him by the act. and enter and keep in ſeperate books one di- 


ſtinct account of money received and paid, in reſpe& of the poor; 


and another in reſpect of the ſaid caſual and contingent fund. 


He ſhould alſo make up all his accounts, and lay them before the 
county committee, at the end of each uarter, and ſhould particu- 
larly ſtate to them. the. ſums. of money then remaining in his 
hands, upon each of the ſaid accounts; all which accounts ſhould 
be fairly tranſcribed, and laid before the county committee at their 
quarterly meetings, for their inſpection and conſideration, and if ap- 
proved, they ſhould allow them. Py „eie 


ALE. HO US E . 


In order. to reduce the number of inferior ale-houſes, which are for 
the moſt part, kept by very mean perſons, and are the general ſources 
of idleneſs, debauchery, and poverty. To enact that from and after 
the firſt day of September, 1787, no licence ſhall be granted to an 
perſon for Kono an ale-houſe, inn, or victualling-houſe, unleſs it 
ſhall appear by à certificate from the commiſſioners, or ſome proper 
officer of the excife, that the perſon to whom ſuch licence is to be 
granted, or the petſon who was licenc'd. to the ſame houſe, for the year 
next preceding, had paid duty for, or ſold barrels of ale, at leaſt, 
for which duty had been paid. And further ta enact, that to make up 
the deficiency which may be occafion'd in the duty of exciſe, upon 
ale or beer, by ſuch reduction of the number. of * there ſhall 
be paid to his majeſty and his ſucceſſors, an additional duty of 
upon every licence ta ſell ale, which ſhall be granted in future. 


And the county committee ſhould be directed to order a' payment 
to his majeſty, and his fuepeſſors, out of the ſaid county poor rate, and 
the ſaid caſual and contingent fund, at the end of every year; of a fur- 
ther ſum, which ſhall be equal to one part of the duty which 
was paid within each county, from the houſes ſo to be reduced, in 


the year ending the th day of July, 1787. 


And 


# 
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And for the information of the juſtices of peace, who are by law to 
rant the licences for ſuch ale-houſes, the proper officer of the exciſe, 
mould be directed to ſend a liſt of the names of all ſuch perſogs, as appear 
by the exciſe books, or from information which the commiſſioners of 
exciſe ſnall receive, upon a proper requiſition for that purpoſe from 
the exciſe officers, within the ſeveral diviſions in each county, to have 
paid duty for no more than + harrels of ale; or beer, in the year pre- 
ceeding, (ſee note No. 11.) n 


{8 M, Ar EL „DR B. F 8. 


It may be proper to make proviſion in this or a ſeperate act, for 
the more eaſy recovery of ſmall debts, and for preventing the evils 
and diſtreſſes which poor perſons and their families are ſubject to on 
that aecbunt. (See Note No. 12.) | | | 


 VAGRANCY. 


In order to prevent vagrancy, the bill may ena, that no perſon 
who has a wife, child, or children, chargeable to any pariſh or place, 
ſhall be permitted to leave them, and go to refide in any other pa- 
riſh or place, at the diſtance of miles; without firſt obtaining a 
certificate, or teſtimonial in writing, under the hand of the orien 
of the poor of the pariſh or place where he ſo reſides, ſpecifying-the 
cauſes of his departure from ſuch pariſh' or place, and the name of 
the pariſh or place to which he intends going, the rout or courſe he 
means to take, and alſo the time when he purpoſes to return to his 
family, which-teftimonial ſhould be allowed by the diftri& agent, by 
writing indorſed thereupon, and ſigned by him, before it ſhall have 
_— | Fa F | | 


Alſo to enact, that if any perſon ſhall depart from his wife or fa- 
mily, who are chargeable to the pariſh, without firſt obtaining ſuch 
teſtimonial, or if any ſuch perſon able to work and maintain his fa- 
mily, ſhall not work to the extent of his ability, but live in a habit 
of idleneſs, or ſpend the money he earns in ale - houſes, or places of 
bad repute, and ſuffer his wife, child, or children, to be chargeable ro 
the pariſh or place where they are ſettled or reſide, he ſhould, upon 
complaint made to a juſtice of peace, if the facts above alledged are 

roved, be committed to the houſe of correction, and thete kept to 

d labour three months for the firſt offence, ſix months under cloſe 
confinement for the ſecond offence, and for the third offence, he ſhould 

if able to ſerve his majeſty as a ſoldier) be compelled to ſerve as a 
oldier in ſome garriſon or place beyond the ſeas, for ſive years; and 
if not able to ſerve his majeſty in that capacity, he ſhould be con- 
ſined a cloſe priſoner, in ſuch houſe of correction, and kept to hard 
labour for 12 ä continue ſo confined and 


Aale and diſorderly perſons, being in any place wi 
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employed, for any further time which the juſtices in their quarter ſeſ⸗ 
ſions ſhall think fit, not exceeding 12 months. 


To enact that if the overſeer of the poor, or any conſtable, head- 
borough, watchman, beadle, or other peace officer ſhall ſee any perſon 
. begging, or aſking Ys; or charity from door to door, or in any ſtreet 
or highway, he ſhould be required by the a& to apprehend and convey 
him immediately to ſome juſtice of peace, who ſhould on proof of the 
fact, cotamit every ſuch perſon to the houſe of correction, there to be 
kept to hard labour, if able to work, for any time not exceeding 
three calendar months; and if any perſon who 1s not a peace officer, 
ſhall fee any ſuch perſon i in the fituation before deſcribed, he ſhould 
0 empowered to apprehend and deliver him into the hands of ſome 

le, or other peace officer, who ſhould be required to take him 
before a magiſtrate, and the perſon who apprehended him ſhould at- 
tend as a witneſs, and the juſtice on proof of the TY * 
proceed 1 in the manner before directed. 


To enact that privy fearches ſhould be made by the conftable, and 
other peace officers, whenever directed by warrant from a juſtice of 
ace; who ſhall have received — 2 — of rogues, va gabonds, or 

ithin his Enaſdiezon; 
and that all perſons Who ſhall be found on ſuch ſearches, who do not 
a good account of themſelves, bat ſhall to be idle and 
Ren rderly. perſons, ſhould be apprehended — before a juſtice 
of peace, and if he ſees juſt cauſe, he may commit them to the houſe 
of correction, to be —— in hard labour, untill the next quar- 
ter ſemons, when the court may continue them confined * 
hbour for :a further time, not exceeding three months; and at the 
end of their conſinement, order them to be conveyed from diſtrict to 
diſtriit, to the place where they were laſt ſettled, 


And the bill ſhould enact, that every perſon who ſhall receive, or 
33 in his houſe, bam, or other Out-buildings, any perſon or 
perſons of the deſcription aforeſaid, for a longer time than hours, 
unleſs detained by fickneſs, or upon ſome lawful buſineſs, or occa- 
fion, ſhall: forfeit a ſum not more than 40s. nor leſs than 208. 
r whom he ſhall be convicted, 
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rde bill hoaldialſa engl that whenever a burglary or felony ſhall 
— been committed, notige thereof ſhall be immediately given to 
the conſtable, or other. pea officer: of the pariſh or place where the 
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hend the offender, or to cauſe ſearch to be made for him immediately, 
from patiſh to pariſh within the diſtrict; and if not found, to get a 
deſcription of his perſon, and to cauſe the ſame to be printed, with 
his crime, and purſue him by hue and cry from diſtrict to diſtrict, till 
he ſhall be apprebended; in which hue and cry: every diſtrict agent, 
overſeer, 3 and peace officer, ſhould be required to give his 
beſt aſſiſtance, That when taken, he ſhould be proſecuted by the agent 
of the diſtrict, herein the offence was committed, and the expences 
charged to the roomy treaſurer, and paid by him out of the {aid caſual 
and contingent fund. That if the offender ſhould not be apprehended 
within three months from the time the offence was committed, the in- 
habitants of ſuch pariſh or place ſhould incur a forfeiture of 51, (if it 
was a capital offence, and 21. 10s. if an inferior offence) to be re- 
covered by the overſeer of the r, and paid into the hands of the 
county treaſurer, for the benefit of the ſaid caſual and contingent 
fund; and if not paid, to be levied by diſtreſs and fale, upon the 
goods and chattles of any one or more of the occupiers of lands and 
tenements within ſuch pariſh and place, and the reſt of the occupiers 
ſhould be compelled to contribute thereto, in the proportions they are to 
contribute to the poors rates, by virtue of this act. (ſee note No. 13.) 


That if any perſon ſhall be found begging in the manner herein- 

ore deſcribed, within any pariſh er KS, and ſhall not be appre- 

nded and proſecuted in the manner herein before directed, the inha- 
bitants of ſuch pariſh and place ſhall incur a forfeiture of 40s. for every 
ſuch negleR, to be recovered, paid and applied in the manner and fot 
the | purpoſes: before mention d, reſpeRing felons, 2 


That the like method of hue and cry ſhould be purſued for diſcover- 


ing and apprehending all perſons who run away from their wives or 


children, and leave them chargeable to the pariſh or place where they 
were ſettled or refided, in caſe two,juſtices of the peace before whom, 
information and complaint, ſhall be made of the offence, ſhall, upon 
conſidering the ſame, and the character and circumſtances of the per- 
ſon ſo offending, think fit to order and direct ſuch hue and cry to 


be made, 


Io enact, That the juſtices of peace ſhall have power to ſummo 

any perſon who makes default in payment of any of the rates and aſ- 
ſeſſments authoriſed to be raiſed by virtue of the act, and if they db 
not ſhew- good cauſe for their refuſal, to levy. the ſame upon their 
2558 and chattels by warrant of diſtreſs and ſale, and that any inha- 
bitant of the county ſhould be a competent witneſs, you ARE 
his contribution to the rates. And. that there ſhall be a power o 


 pppeal to the quarter ſeſſions, aß to any inequality in the aſſeſſment, 


That 


2 
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© That the juſtites ſhall alſo have power by the like means to enforce the 


payment of any forfeiture or penalty incurred by virtue of this act. 


That in order to have the proviſions of this act duly attended to, 
and en forced, returns of the mo raifed and expended within each 
county and diſtri, ſhould be made quarterly, by the direction, and 


under the inſpection of the ſeveral diſtrict, and county committees, 


at a certain time in every year, to the clerk of the parliaments, in 
ſuch method and order as ſhall be expreſſed in the ſchedule annexcd 
to the act; that the ſame maybe digeſted and printed, for the in- 
formation of the members of both houſes of parliament. 


Powers ſhould be inſerted for the diſtrict committees to bind out 
poor childen apprentice, to trade or huſbandry, and to take proper 
covenants from the maſters for their care and inſtruction; alſo to al- 
low thofe bound'to trades ſomething towards putting them into buſi 
neſs, when their time expires, if Ree behaviour deſerves it. Alf 
powers for the governors of work-houſes, and other officers appoint- 
ed under this act, to ſet up any trade, for employing the poor peo- 
ale by the direction of the, committee. | 


"The ſeveral powers and direQions given [by 43. Eliz. c. 2, by 7 Jame 
1. C. 3, by 3 Ann, c. 6, by 4 ann, e. 19. by 8 Ann, c. 9, by 20 G. 2, 
c. 19, concerning apprentices, and by the 7 ſec. of 43 Eliz. for obliging 
parents and children to relieve each other. By the 5 G. 1, c. 8, 
to overſeers, for receiving the rents and profits of eſtates, and to 
ſeize the goods of perſons who run away, leaving their wife, child, or 
children, chargeable to the \pariſh. By 43 Eliz. c. 2, ſec. 3. 
to juſtices to rate Aer within the hundred, in aid of 
any pariſh much burdened with poor, and for obliging the overſeers 
to account for ſuch money. By the 43 Eliz. c. 2. f. 5. for authoriſ- 
ing the overſeers, with the conſent of the lords of manors, to build 
Ne poor people, o the waſtes or commons. By 9 Geo. I. 
c. 7. for authoriſing overſeers to hire houſes, to employ and lodge poor 
perſons in. By the 18 Eliz. c. 3. 3 Car. I. c. 5, 12. 13. Car. II. c. 12. 
1. 19. 7 James I. c. 4. 6 Geo. II. c. 31. reſpecting proviſions for baſ- 
rr children, and the puniſhment of their parents. By the 17 Geo. II. 
e. 5, concerning women delivered of children in places they do not be- 
ng to. By the 17 Geo. II. c. 37. concerning the lands 
liable to be rated to the poor, and for publiſhing the poor's 
rates in the church, after they ſhall be made and allowed. By the 
17 Geo. II. c. 38, and 43 Eliz. c. 2. ſ. 2. concerning poor's 
rates, and the overſeers accounts. By the 43 Eliz. c. 2. 17 Geo. 2. 
c. 18. and 38. the 8. 9. Wil. III. c. 30. the 17th Geo. II. c. 38. 
reſpecting the making aſſeſſments, and appeals thereto, and the levy- 
ing the money by the overſeers, and alſo the levying of fines, penal- 
| 3 ues, 


( 25 ) 


ties, and forfeitures; by the 9 G. 1. c. 7. the 16 G. II. c. 18, the 
26 Geo. II. e. 27. concerning the powers of juſtices of peace, in 
executing the ſaid laws; by the 8. and 9. W. III. concerning the 
wearing of badges; and by 17 Geo. II. ce. concerning rogues, 
vagabonds, and other idle and diſorderly perſons, ee called 
the vagrant act] by the 23 Geo. III. for the better relief and em- 
ploy ment of the poor, ſhould beduly examined and conſidered, the ſub- 
tance of ſuch parts of them as may be found neceſſary to promote 
the purpoſes of this bill, and which are not already-included-in its 
proviſions, ſhould be formed into a ſeperate bill, and the whole of 
thoſe acts repealed” by ſuch new ad, in order to prevent trouble and 
confuſion hereafter. ; | 20 tl 3 


Beſides the repeal of the ads above- mentioned, there may alſo be 
repealed, as becoming uſeleſs and unneceſſary, in conſequence of the 
regulations here niade, the ſeveral acts following; viz. 3. and 4. of 

and M. e. 11. 13. and 14 of Car, II. c. z. 3 of Ja. II. c. 
13. 9 of Geo. I. c. 7. 8. 9 of W. III. c. 30, 9 and 10 of W. 
II. c. 11. 12 of Ann c. 18. and 3 of Geo. II. c. 29. concerning 
the relief, ſettlements, and removal of poor perſuns. 48h 
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Norzs referred to in the BI L I. 


=. ſueceſs. of this plan depends in a t meaſure, upon the 
cha 


appointment of the commiſſioners and their exertions in the diſ- 

rge of their duty. The nereſſity of diſtticts appears evident; 

(parochial- diviſions,” being in general too ſmall, fox the proper care 

and employment of the poor) and if pariſhes are left to form con- 

nexions with each other, at their own diſcretion, it is not likely to 

be done. The act of 23 Geo. III. which was made for that purpoſe, 
having been in yety few inſtances enforced. | 


If this Bill ſhould meet with that countenance and attention, which 
the importanee of it requires; the members for the ſeveral counties, 
will, without doubt, before the time it. ſhall be in the committee, 
make it their buſineſs, to collect from the moſt diligent enquiries, the 
names of ſuch [gentlemen as are beſt qualified for, and are willing to 
undertake the duty of commiſſioners, and propoſe their names in the 
committee, who will inſert them for each county, if approved, with- 


in the blanks which will be left for that purpoſe. 


. Thoſe who undertake, and execute with fidelity, this honorable 
truſt, (which cannot employ them for many months) ,will merit the 


. eſteem of the public; and it is not doubted, but it will be chearfully 
accepted by a ſufficient number of gentlemen, who ſhall be qualified 


for it; but in caſe the members for any _— &c. ſhould not pro- 
oſe the names of ſeven perſons properly qualiſied, who had conſented 
0 the nomination, proviſion may be made in the act, for any other 
member preſent in 7 committee, who has 3ool. a year eſtate within 
the county, riding, &c, to propoſe any tleman duly qualified, 
who mall conſented to a F. appoi 5 op 
No. 2. Page 5. 


_ It is apprehended the commiſſioners (who will be perfons moſt re- 
ſpectable in character and fortune, and elected from different parts 
of the county) whilſt they are making the neceſſary enquiries for form. 
ing the diſtricts, will very eaſily collect ſuch information as may en. 


able them to judge what will be a proper ſalary for each diſtri 


agent; and alſo what will be a proper qualification, tor the committet 
men in each diſtrict, and alſo for thoſe who are to elect them, as theſe 
9 may be neceſſary to be varied according to the circum- 
tances and ſituation of the ſeyeral diſtricts; and likewiſe what will 
| , [ 


( {'29t 1 
the moſt conyenient time and place for taking the firſt ballot for the 


diſtri committee, 


The ſubſequent annual ballot will be taken at a certain time and 
place, in the manner directed by the act 


In the cities of London and Weſtminſter, and other great towns, 
where there are very large pariſhes, not incorporated by act of par- 
liament, the commiſſioners ſhould have power to make ſuch pariſhes. 
ſeperate diſtricts, or unite them with others for that purpoſe; as the 
proviſions of the act will be found to operate very conveniently in all 
ſuch caſes; and the diſtri agent will be in the ſame fituation ay a 


. 


vſtry clerk now is, within many cities and towns, 
ol No. 3» p- 6. 


ben ane many things dn be inſerted in the appendix, which can« 
not be ready to accompany this, but will be prepared hereafter, 


No. 4. p. 7. * 

It is apprehended conveniencies will be found within ſome of the 
pariſhes in each diſtri, probably with little alterations, for receiving 
and employing ſuch poor perſons as may be neceſſary to be ſent to 
them, or if not, buildings may be ied for a thocr tiene till more 
ſuitable and convenient workhouſes can be provided. 


No. 5. Page 10, 


It may be proper to have a table fixed up in every committee room, 
and delivered to every overſcer, ſhewing the quantum, that each diſtrict 
and alſo each pariſh and place, will be obliged to contribute to any 
given ſum, to be raiſed by the whole county, in proportion to the 
medium. of the three years expences of the poor, when ſettled and ad- 
juſted fox the ſame county, in the manner directed by the Bill, 


” 


{ * 


No. 6. p. 15. 


It may be proper for the county committee at their meeting, hen 
they have conſidered the reports, from the diſtrict committees, reſpect- 
ing the inſtruction and education of poor children, to limit the num- 
ber of thoſe who are to be admitted from each diſtrict, for the purpoſe 
of receiving a different education; and in re to the buildings, 
they Would be brought within the limits ibed by the act, te- 


ſpecting the application of the poor's rates, No, . 
| oo Song i! Ex gd 


„ BEE. eee de 
. 9 


nue to be applied for the moſt ſalutary purpoſes, which will recom- 
mend them very much to the public, and it is hoped meet with the 


at preſent paid by patrons and benefactors, and it ſeems proper that it 


| ( 28: ) en 
. : | ke 
T8 2 No. . p. 12 and 16; πν \ 


Theſe allowances to the overſeer, for collecting the forfeitures, pe- to 


nalties, and taxes, will, it is apprehended, [.be: a- ſufficient. induce. ho 
ment to an active ſenſible man, to undertake that office, which is of juſ 


very great importance in the execution of the purpoſes of the act; ¶ ne 
but if bo any ſuch pariſnes or places they ſhould-not be thought ſufli- I eve 
cient, thoſe who elect him are impowered to make a further allow. the 


ance, at the time he is ele dec. wo e far 
ie Nan ieee 00611 e 16: BORE anc 
Frm $99 Now $#pazg OHH to of 19/40 any 
a gat. 9743 won 1 be 


$46 a54i5c0 itil un bas "edt; | 
If in the courſe of the enquiries about the charities, it ſhall appear, ¶ det 
that any lands, or money, have been velted in truſtees, for the benefit IM ons 


and ſupport of charities, which from any accident, or particular cir- ¶ cen 


cumſtances, are not capable of taking effect; it may be proper for the din 
legiſlature to receive information about them, and to direct the appli- | 
cation thereof, to ſuch charitable objects, as may be thought moſt be- 
neficial to the community, and not ſuffer truſtees, whoſe names were ¶ dut 
only uſed for the purpoſes of receiving and diſtributing them, to re- ¶ oce 
tain or apply them to their own uſe. _ Us 


No. 9. p. 17 


bite pon dogs, und the Sunday tolls will operate with a, do- 
ble aſpect; at the ſame time correcting abuſes, and affording a reve- Who! 


approbation aud countenance of the Aegiſlature. 
n W 1 tri 01 224079 g . 
| | | No. 10. P» 19, \ T5 63 . 
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de maſters and miſtreſſes who ate to inftru@ the poor children, ze 


ſhould be ſo continued, as they will by that means have more in- 
flaence over ſuch inſtructors, and be better enabled to keep them to a 
proper diſcharge of their duty; therefore the encouragement from the 
county committee is only applied to Books. | 


« 13577 


FFP | 
bis Regulation reſpecting alehouſes it is apprehended may be 


made with very little trouble, and is eſſentially neceſſary as a founda- 


tion to the reform propoſed by the act. It will be the means of ſup- 
preſſing many diſorderly Houſes, and thereby preventing much miſ- 
chief. Thoſe alſo who obtain Licences, will have their condu ſtrid- 
ly inſpeded, as it will be the duty of the overſeers to proſecute and 


enforce 


6290) 


enforce the penalties of the recognizances againſt all perſons, who 
keep diſorderly houſes, 1 ' 


| But if conſiderable difficulties and inconveniences ſhould be likely 
ve. to attend that mode, for procuring a reduction of the number of ale+ 
ce- WM houſes, the following is ſubmitted to conſideration, viz. That the 
of Il juſtices of peace in every county, ſhould be ditected at their 
&; ¶ next midſummer. quarter ſeſſions, to appoint two or three juſtices in 
f. I every hundred and diviſion, to view the ſeveral. ale-houſes within 
we WM their reſpective diſtricts, and the condition, ſituations and circum- 
ſtances, in which each houſe, and alſo the occupier. thereof appear 
and to hear complaints of diſorders committed at ſuch houſes, t 
any ; and report the whole to an adjourned ſeſſion of the juſtices, to 
be holden in the month of auguſt; at which ſeſſion the court ſhould 
ear, ¶ determine what houſes are fit to be licenced again, and give directi- 
1efit ons accordingly. And the act may dire, that no houſe ſhall be li- 
cir- cenced for the year enſuing, but thoſe which ſhall be approved and 
- the directed to be licenced, at the ſaid adjourned ſeſſion. % 


be. J . 8. If ie ould be thought proper to lay a conſiderable additional 
were ¶ duty upon licences, to be granted in future, there will probably be no 
o re- N occaſion for making up the deficiency in the duty to his majeſty, out 
of the county poor's rates, and the caſual and contingent ſund. 

No. 12. p. 21. [es 


dou- — people are very much harraſſed and diſtreſſed by the me- 


reve-¶ thods how taken for the recovery of ſmall debts, in the county, and 
com- {Mother inferior courts, it ſeems worthy the conſideration of the legi- 


ſature, when they are forming a plan for the relief and protection of 
oor people, to provide ſome means, if poſſible, for redreſſing thoſe 
prievances which contribute much to the ruin of many poor fami- 
A . * 1 a 9 


This may be better underſtood by referring to a recent inſtance; a- 
mongſt- the many, which are notorious in every part of the country. 


A poor labourer owing 18. 6d. for Shop Goods, was ſerved with 


m the I ſumwans to appear at the hundred court, and in the margin of the 
ummons was printed as under. | Wh F £693.frrva 
s. d. 
Warrant to ſue le bt ac ju bi ogy 
| Entering action, ſummons, ſervice, and ſee 3 +: a 
17 be Withdrawing and fee - - 2 
my | Coſts 6 10 
h miſ- p L | 
| ftritt- 4 By 
ite and Roh | ek 9 th 
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0 By which proceeding, this poor man was charg'd with a ſum a. 
ve four times the amount of the debt, at the * he had notice 


of action being commenced againſt him, which he muſt either 
fubwit 


to, however unjuſt the demand might be, or ſuffer his goods ] 

to be diſtrain d, &c. &c. and hazard a much greater expence by the 
leaſt delay. If therefore a general act could be obtained, for the ez. ſſ p. 
fy and ſpeedy recovery of ſmall debts under 408. in a ſummary way, tt 
at x moderate expence, by ſummons and hearing before a juſtice of ſo 
peace, in the manner ſervants, labourers, &c- are allowed to recover I tc 
their demands againſt thoſe who employ them, by virtue of the MW » 
8 Statute of 20 Geo. II. and thoſe inferior courts could be aboliſhed, M er 
theſe poor le would be reſcued from the oppreſſion of a ſet of MW p- 
0 balls, low ' miſcreants, who practice in he and every juſt W w. 
debt might be ſpeedily recovered. | al 
| an 
| | No. 13. P- 23. 2 2 . of 
en 


It is hoped by virtue of the late acts, all the houſes of corre ion in the 
kingdom, will be put under ſuch regulations, as will make that pu- 
niſhment-inflifted by hard labour and confinement there, effec ual to op 

reform” the offender, and prevent a repetition of the offence, and me 
8H chat the hue and cry will be the means under the ſeveral regulation MW 4 
: | - 1 act, of diſcovering and detecting all atrocious offenders againt ni. 
1 W. : 4 7 me 


It will be neceſſary to have a ſchedule annexed, by way of appen 

dix, which ſhall contain tules, orders, and * fos ee 4 

- vernment of the "officers and perſons who ſhall be admitted into wer 

. the work-houſes, © hoſpitals, and ſeminaries, to be erected under fri 
"the" authority of the act; and for regulating their diet, and accom-M cou 

© modating them with proper medical aſſiſtance, when it ſhall be ne. 
ceſſary; and for the due obſervance of religious duties therein; for 
providing, with due care and attention, proper governors, maſter, 


and matrons; for buying materials, and making contracts for al 7 
buildings to be — ; and alſo for buying pros. ; vials, &, fav 
all which rules, orders, and regulations, ſhould be digeſted and ſet-M did 
tled, upon the beſt and moſt economical plan which can be formedW who 
und adopted for that purpoſe; after inſpecting and conſidering tholW fnd 
rules, &c. which have been already ſettled and approved, in the bell it, 
regulated hoſpitals, and works of that kind. rec T nod 
Theſe may be collected whilſt the bill is depending, in the houſ: of nn 


commons, before it goes into the committee, tion 
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GENERAL OBSERVATIONS, 
122 been entreated by * gentlemen, who felt the preſ- 
ſure, and ſaw the rapid increaſe of the poar's rates, in divers 

parts of the kingdom, to bring forward ſome plan which might draw 
the attention of the legiſlature, to that moſt important ſubj > 4 
ſuggeſted ſome ſhort heads of a general one, and ſent it 
to the members, many of whom ſeemed to approve of the idea; but 
wiſhed to ſee it more enlarged and es ; and others were kind 
enough to inform me of the objections, which they ſaw. to ſeveral 
of it; That induced me to. ſtate all the objections I had heard, 

with ſuch anſwers as occurr d to me, in a ſhort pamphlet, which I 
alſo circulated amongſt the members, in the courſe of the laſt ſeſſion; 
and had the ſatisfaction of 2 many, ſtrong expreſſions 
of their approbation, with a deſire to ſee the ſubject — igeſted, 
enlarged, ang brought more into the form of a. bill. 


Willing to comply with that requeſt at my firſt leifure, I took an 
opportunity of retiring from all other buſineſs, for the ſpace of two 
months in the laſt ſummer, when I gave the ſubject a moſt ſerious, in- 
veſtigation, and reduced it under heads, in ſuch er, that a bill 
might, with very little trouble, be framed upon it, it the matter and 
method ſhould be approved. Fi IA 


I procured it to be printed, and circulated à few copies, with a 
view of collecting the ſentiments of gentlemen upon it, who I knew 
were very converſant with the ſubject, and I entreated ſome particular 
ſtiends to favor me with every objection againſt it, which they ſaw or 
could learn from others, with whom they had — any of con- 
yerſing; that I might conſider and correct them I gave it a more 
general circulation. | | 


This has fully anſwer'd my expectations and wiſhes, as I have been 
favor d by letters from ſeveral gentlemen, in the moſt open and can» 
did terms, with a | number. of objections, ſome going. to 
whole plan, . conſidering it as impracticable from the difficulty 9 
fading gentlemen, who will give their attention to the execution o 
it; others pointing out objections to particular parts of it. The 
moſt material of thoſe I have endeavoured to obviate, by altera- 
tions and amendments, introduced in this new print. 
neral objections I will here ſtate candidly, and offer for Gee ers- 
tion of thoſe to whom this is addreſs d, ſuch anſwers and obſervations 
n occur to me upon them. 1 


k N 


| OBJEC- 


— 
— 


/ * 
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3 That this plan militates with a —— for relieving 
tte poor, Which has continued fince 45 Eliz. . al- 
| moſt two centuries, « 


That the Colts ee, of do not atiſe en a de- 
fect in the laws, but in the execution of them. 


J 


That the experiment ſed by this plan is hazardous, 
and that it will be di * if not impracticable, to get 

gentlemen, who have ſo many other awogationz in the coun. 
uy to attend the execution of 1 it, 


| * N 8 w * R 8. 

This * is not Tepugnant to, put coftoborates and fepports the 

t principles, 7 and eſtabliſhed * the 20 of the 436 of 

Elizabeth, riz. 17 5 

The Caftainin And ſpporing ago; Abr, * impotent poor, 

o are not able to w the employing and compelling to work 

e who are fo; and the obliging - — of other pariſhes 

within the hundred, or even within the county, to contribute to the 

relief of the poor of any icular pariſh in which they ſhall I 
found, too heavy for the i bitants thereof to maintain. | 


"UF ip, the evil which this country groans aber at reſin, 


Wo Peat the exceflive poor rates, ariſes, partly from a defect in the Jaws, 


partly —5 a defect in the execution of them; I have endeavour- 


ed by this — which has been formed with the utmoſt deliberation 


\ wy an 03S - 1471 


That law of Queen Elizabeth was wiſely framed, and well adapted 
to the circumſtances and ſituation of the country, when it was made; 
but the increaſe of population; of manufactures; and of wealth; 
which it has happily experienced ſince that time, bas occaſioned a very 
eſſential difference, with reſpect to the number of the Poor, Weir em- 
ployment, | and the expences of their maintenance, | 


As they were then few, they were eaſil governed; and an overſee 
was very equal to the care of a pariſh, f 


But as their numbers encreaſed, they grew more te, 2 by 
dual —_ in 1dleneſs and ig. during the courſe of the 
9 have arrived at pitch far beyond the power of any 
welce, ough he has of ities MY ſuperior to the you 
raulty 


we wet wc. oc o _« 
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mlity of that claſs of men, to controul; they frequently inſult, and 
too often uwe, and intimidate him to a compliance with their unrea- 
fonable demands. If he mpegs to have courage enough to reſiſt them; 
then the magiſtrate is applied to, who frequently denies the application; 
but many are induced to yield to it, in order to get rid of their im- 
portunities; and the poors rates are, by theſe means increaſed to the 
pitch we now-ſee them. d 3. tis . 


I have been deſcribing the ſituation and behaviour of the more ob- 
ſtinate and clamorous part of the poor, who too often obtain, and eat 
that bread, which the more neceſſitous ought to have; who (through 
modeſty) ſtruggle with many hardſhips, rather than fuffer their wants 
to be known. Hence it will appear, that the overſeer, even with the 
aſſiſtance and ſupport of the magiſtrate, whio frequently lives at a con- 
ſiderable diſtance, is not able to hep the preſent numerous poor, un- 
der due regulation. | . wp» ; 


This ſhews the neceſſity of ſome alteration in the preſent ſyſtem; 
what that ſhould be is the great queſtion. TE ON x expedient which 
has occur d to me, upon the moſt deliberate conſideration, is the forming 
larger Diſtricts, for the government and employment of them, wherein 
proper -work-houſes may be provided, and due regulations introduced 
and obſerved, ' VERY yew of the country pariſties can afford the ex- 
pences of the neceſſary buildings, and of proper perſons for employin 
and regulating the poor; by which means the attempt to introduce theſe 
work- s failed in many places; as it was found to have increaſed 
rather than diminiſhed the expences ; which muſt always be the caſe, 
where the pariſh is not of magnitude ſufficient to bear thoſe neceſſary 
charges. To that misfortune may be added another. In Many coun- 
iſhes, they want perſons converſant in bufineſs, and of ability to 
afliſt in the management of their parochial concerns. All thoſe ob- 
ſtacles and diſadvantages will be removed, when thoſe pariſhes become 
connected with others, where gentlemen of that deſcription will be 
found to aſſiſt, and take a zealous part in the arduous work, upon the 
principle of mutual benefit, without jealouſy or a ſelfiſh view to any 
particular pariſh or place. Which ideas will be entirely excluded under 
the plan here » forconn a number of pariſhes in one 
common intereſt. They will be ſo conducted under the medium rate 
of the laſt three years, according 'to the returns lately made to parlia- 
ment, when duly conſidered ſettled, that each will bear its own 
burthen, and participate of the relief which ſhall be obtained under 
this new regulation, according to the proportions of thoſe three years 


Mis 2 the difficulties attending the execution of the plan; it has 
been my 


e e Sn 
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| purpoſe, and 75 as little, ble as poſible, to thoſe who are to ex- A 
Cate it; an have pointed out ſot that purpoſe, ſuch perſons I (ubf 
as 10 x to 25 moſt proper for the truſt; and a mode ol clecting chem, I tic, 
which. I thought wende moſt agreeable to l * general. al 


A burthen muſt fall ſomewhere, and i it ſeems to me that it aught to We 
fall upon thoſe who will be moſt benefitted by thenew regulations. 


The committees are to be elected by, and to conſiſt of perſons of pro- new 
perty. and however prone the general diſpoſitions of men are, to gra. prin 
why themſelves in pleaſureable amuſements, yet I have — obſerved, I nen 

it intereſt will in moſt i have. ſome influence upon their actions. mig 

is for the ir ples and ſupport of theix own property, that they 
vil be here called upon to act, abſtracted from t he confiderations of A 
Public good, — the care and ſupport of à claſs of people who are for * 
the moſt part 2 under t teſt hardſhipg and di I Wi! 
cannot therefore 1 — Zh that jo pw will withdraw them- the 


9 and themſelves, were the zrouble infinitely greater. Wan it ig to f cor 
; for the diſtri ng are only to meet ſouꝝ times in a year; büit 
and to. be atten by an able and expexienced man af tra 


their owh chooſing, who is to be allowed a ſalary in prapartion to his ¶ eff 
* and the county. committee are only to meet faur times m a 

;. and will be 1105 by the feports and ohſervations of the dif; 
rrie committee, 15 ir on gletk, whom. they are like wife to 
Fho booſe,, and wha is. to be allowed à elan adequate 40 his "trouble, 


16 has been iſo objected, that there will be greas uon bin i the ballots, 
ns that the frequency of the them may he attended with inconveniences, 
5 have faces to make theſe as pr x a0 poſſihle, and do not 
farcice any difficulties which will not he eaſily ſarmqunted, if there 


= 8 diſpoſition, to the 2 — which 1 flatter myſelf 
3 vil be the cal ben it Woche e 3 corrected, and 
g amended, in Ko ae of its e thro? both houſes of pat: 
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'Y alembled, at the time and me Des appointed £ gate be —— 
for an i e e ee to ngminate three, or: five: petfons 


then ſent, an ſiye perſons, ſhould/within. a limited 
vs, (Goa 32 half an hour 0 6 a hour) cQncur —— making aut a liſt of 
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ny the number of perſons, require act, dul conſtitute | 

1.38 * the committee, EY! eo . — the IO . — f 

0 1 would be occaſioned by a ballot; but if the liſt ſhould not 7 — ni 
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As to its ng hazardous; a repeal of the preſent laws, without 
ſubſtituting oth#rs in their place, would certainly be extremely impoli- 
tic, and t make too great a convulſion in the ſtate; but to re- 

old laws, which are found inconvenient, and productive of miſ- 
chiefs, that threaten the ruin, and muſt in time, if continued, be 
the overthrow of this country. ſeems to be the height of prudence. 


Before that is done, it will be neceſſary to ſee clearly, that the 
new plan 2 to be adopted, is practicable, and grounded upon 
principles which will cure the defects in the old laws, and put the 
new 3 into a channel beyond the reach of any perſons, who 
might be diſpoſed to pervert and defeat their ſalutary purpoſes. 


It ſhould alſo be ſhewn, that it is eligible and likely to meet with 
a very general concurrence. If his majeſty's miniſters ſhall be pleaſed 
to favour the propoſal for the tax upon dogs, the ſunday — 4 and 
the application of the forfeitures and penalties, it will enſure it a ve- 
ty favourable reception with the people, and be very likely to over- 
come the prejudices, which old cuſtoms and long uſage may have eſta 
blihed amongſt thoſe who ſeldom give themſelves the trouble of 
ng: things to their origin, and of comparing the cauſes with their 
ets. 22 


I have the higheſt veneration and reſpe& for the character and ho- 
nourable ſtation of a juſtice of peace, whoſe duty it is to execute 
and enforce the laws of his country, without fee or reward; but if _ 
there ſhould happen to be any one, who in executing the powers com 
mitted to him the poor laws, ſhould, from miſtaken motives 
humanity or generoſity, to the object who may appear before him, 
make orders for maintenance with too liberal a hand, before he has 
duly conſidered the circumſtances and ſituation of the pauper, and of 
thoſe perſons, upon whom the burthen is to fall, (it frequently hap- 
pening that ſome perſons are oblig'd to contribute to that relief whoſe 
neceflities are equal, if not ſuperior to thoſe of the pauper who ob- 
tains it;) I would not have the poor neglected by any means; but I 
think in ſuch a caſe, the magiſtrate would do no real ſervice to the 
perſon whom he ſo relieves, as it would moſt probably encourage, or 
confirm him in a habit of idlenefs, (few of thoſe people being dif- 
poſed to turn their hands to labour; whilſt they and their families 
can obtain ſuch weekly relief) but it would be doing a very unfriendly 
office to the pariſh, which ſhall happen to be the object of ſuch order, 


* 


Hence ariſes, in the opinion of many, one great ſource of the e- 
normous increaſe. of the poor rates, which it is hoped will be pre- 
vented in future, by the new regulatiens propoſed, as it will bi a 


' moſt eſſential part of the duty of thoſe” to whom the powers are en- 


truſted minutely to enquire into, and to diſcover the real cireumſtan- 


ces and ſituation of every pauper, who is to ſubſiſt upon pariſh relief, 
beſore it is granted, | 
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